Infections in systemic lupus erythematosus.
A prospective study was carried out on the occurrence of infections in 28 hospitalised systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) patients. In 38 episodes of infections, 23 were bacterial (60.5%), 4 were viral (10.6%) and culture negative infections were present in 10 (26.3%). The most common isolated organisms were Staphylococcus aureus (30.4%), Salmonella species (21.7%), Pseudomonas species (13.0%), and Klebsiella species (13.0%). The care rate was 94.7%. Death occurred in 2 patients. Lupus activity, impaired renal function, and cytotoxic therapy did not predispose to infection.